
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

WQIB MINUTES 

AUGUST 1, 2018 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   James Eklund, Tim Purtell, Ed Shillingburg, Greg Toner, Julia 

Weisenberg  

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Lori Beard Raymond, Amber Brach-Williams, Meg Larsen, John Cronin 

 

Acting Chairman James Eklund opened the meeting at 6:05 PM 

 

1. The minutes of July 18, 2019 were unanimously approved. 

 

2. Julia Weisenberg was welcomed as the newest member of the WQIAB. 

 

3. Quigley-Dunning 

This application was postponed until the next meeting on August 15th. 

 

4.  John Cronin addressed the meeting regarding his proposals for the Town complex (i.e., 

the school, Legion, town buildings, library).  James Eklund stated that he always thought 

that a “sewer system” would be cost prohibitive with more red tape. Now this is what 

John Cronin feels that this would be the best way to address the problem.  He handed 

out a map based on information that came from foiling 5410 test results from the Health 

Dept.  This allowed him to get a handle on the nitrate problem in the middle of the Island.  

The map indicated a concentration of nitrates in the Center.  The most recent results 

from the SGCS indicates that more than half the test wells that they sampled, 

demonstrated nitrates over the 5% level.  The maps allowed them to find the exact 

streets where there were the highest nitrate levels.  Mr. Cronin met with H2M (a design 

firm that is working on a sewer system in the Mastic/Patchogue area) and they 

strategized on designing a pump station for each house.  That cost would be 

approximately $16m going to the physical component with $2m going for design 

component.  The questions becomes can you get 600 systems through the Health Dept. 

in a timely fashion to address the declining water quality.  H2M feels that the most 

effective way would be clustering houses on a single system.  It would be easier from a 

build-out standpoint and an engineering standpoint.  After reviewing the Town’s system, 

he discovered that there is only a cesspool not compliant with the current design 

standards.  The school and Legion already have funds for a project, but Mr. Cronin is 

thinking is that that is no longer practical.  Mr. Dunning and Mr. Cronin discussed taking 

the 4 taxpayer financed entities on Shelter Island and try to move in the direction of 

doing more.  To accomplish the engineering to get all of these done in a simple manner, 

a municipally based treatment strategy idea was proposed. They shaped a proposal to 

try to get State funding for the engineering and it was filed on July 26 th.  The money will 

be used for preparing an RFP for an engineering firm that will take a careful look at 

taking these 4 entities and doing something waste-water wise so that the Town begins to 



address the problem.  There is about 6,000 gallons per day of sewage from these 

entities.  The RFP will define the specific parameters of what kind of a system it should 

be but Mr. Cronin envisions a step system;  septic tank effluent pumped, septic system 

gravity.  The liquid component carries most of the nitrates so the system needs to 

capture the liquid from all four entities and treat them.  Mr. Cronin’s personal preference 

would be pumping the liquid component.  In treating the waste at one location all of the 

associated maintenance does not get dispersed to multiple locations as it would if there 

were individual I/A systems installed. 

He also discussed that WQI support design build with Peter Scully and Dorian Dale.  

Meg Larsen had some ideas to make the process simpler. 

 

5.  Ledzian-Daly 

` Lori beard Raymond reported that she met with these applicants and they are working 

on resolving their issues.  They may reapply once these issues are taken care of. 

 

6.  Green Expo 

is on August 24h.  A plan needs to be made for it.  This will be discussed in depth at the 

next meeting. 

 

7.  New Chairperson 

A new chair needs to be selected at the next meeting. 

 

8. At the next meeting, discussion on application criteria focusing on certain areas of the 

Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:38  PM 

 


