
TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

WATER QUALITY ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES OF MAY 17, 2018 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman, Mark Mobius; James Eklund; Greg Toner; Tim Purtell; Ed 

Shillingburg 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Amber Brach-Williams, Lori Beard Raymond, Bob DeStefano 

 

Chairman Mark Mobius opened the meeting at 6:04 PM. 

 

May 3, 2018 minutes were unanimously approved. 

 

Applications: 

Conquest Sunshine Holdings applied for a rebate for the property at 6 Sunshine Road.  The 

application was accepted and will be forwarded to the Town Board.  Due to the fact that it is a 

corporation, a Suffolk County grant is not being applied for. 

 To date we have had 21 applications. 

 

Tracking County Permit Approval Grant Recipients: 

Lori Beard Raymond will be tracking the permit process.  Homeowners have one year from the 

time they receive the grant to get a permit to install their system.  James Eklund will draft, and 

Jane will send, an email to go out to the recipients at the 10-month mark after Town Board 

approval to remind them that they need to move on this process or appear before the WQI to 

apply for an extension.  

 

Enhanced Water Quality Monitoring: 

Mark Mobius had a discussion with Kevin McDonald, from the Nature Conservancy, to find out 

how to collect data cheaper than USGS can do.   The idea is to have a low cost, high volume 

data collection that may not be valid in DEC terms but be informative.  Albert Dickson and John 

Cronin are currently working on this and will be invited to the next meeting to further discuss. 

 

Tax Implications: 

At the water forum, Amber Brach-Williams spoke with Chris Clapp from the Nature 

Conservancy, and was informed that Southampton was issuing 1099 forms for the rebates they 

had given. Due to the fact that homeowners are receiving the monies directly it is considered 

“other income” and will be taxed as such.  Bob DeStefano and Amber Brach-Williams will draft a 

letter to all applicants to inform them of this.  This letter will also include informing the 

homeowner that they must share information. 

 Lee Zeldin will be approached on passing a bill to make this tax exempt in the future.  County 

grants are exempt because they installer is paid directly.   It will be suggested to the Town 

Board that they directly pay the installer to avoid the homeowner from being taxed.  

 



Graphics for Mashomack Event: 

Greg Toner and Tim Purtell met with Jeremy and Kim Reilly of Mashomack.  Tim Purtell is 

working on a presentation that can ultimately be used on the website also.  Peder Larsen will 

not be able to set up a sample system at the event because no other installers will be there, 

therefore causing a conflict.  All installers will be invited to the Green Expo. 

 

Meeting closed at 7:20 PM. 

 

 


