
 

    TOWN OF SHELTER ISLAND 

             WQIB 

          MINUTES 

           FEBRUARY 15, 2018 
 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Mark Mobius, Tim Purtell, Ed Shillingburg 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Amber Brach-Williams, Laurie Beard Raymond, Robert DeStefano, Julie 

Lane, Pedar Larsen, Jay Card and John Cronin 

 

Chairman Mark Mobius opened the meeting at 6:05 PM 

 

February 1, 2018 minutes were approved unanimously 

 

WADES BEACH PROPOSAL: 

Everyone is strongly in favor of this getting done.  Questions raised were about usage because 

the residential system is based on usage and how much system will cost.  

Determining factors for size are flow rates for bathhouses, number of parking spaces, which 

gets factored (which hasn’t been determined yet) but that will produce flow numbers that wi ll 

determine what type of system goes in.   

 

John Cronin explained that for systems to be approved by the County, they have to meet 19 mg 

per litre so while one mfg may do a little better than another on any given day any one of them 

may not meet their 19mg.  The approved systems have only been approved for residential use 

so the Wades Beach Project is very unique as it is a commercial application and there are no IA 

systems yet approved for commercial applications.  There is a new commercial standard that 

went into effect on January 1 that has a provision for using IA and that will be the basis for the 

Town’s approach.  We still have to design around the numbers based on usage.   Jay was faced 

with needing to replace a failing system so the idea was to put the concrete portion,  which is 

nothing more than a septic tank and have the top prepared for the Norweco equipment that will 

eventually have to go into it.  Right now it is a conventional septic tank with a conventional 

leaching arrangement.  When the design is finalized  then Town will convert to a Norweco 

system.   The County is entertaining commercial applications of new IA system  on a case by 

case basis.   EPA requirement for a responsible management entity Suffolk county is the RME 

and will insist that you have a maintenance contract which will needed to renew the permit.  The 

maintenance contract goes to a company that is certified by Suffolk County.  After three years 

you must reapply.  Jay Card feel that the Town can install and maintain system themselves 

once they are property trained.  We may still have to have a county approved maintenance 

company.; everyone whether commercial or residential will have to have one.   

 

The Norweeko system TNT500GPD being proposed is one is a unit based on flow would end up 

in a residential application.  There are 4 pages of flow chart calculations for commercial 



 

installations, so until we know the exact calculations, we don’t know if it is exactly what we need  

Since it was an emergency situation at Wades Beach, the Town installed a system  with the 

thought that if we connect to an IA system it  could  be added to it in parallel to treat more flow.   

It remains to be seen if the County will approve that unit in a commercial application. 

 

From the November budget estimate, those numbers are should be accurate unless the county 

mandates many changes.  If there is an overage due to unanticipated changes, this committee 

is under no obligation to pay.  The  initial amount can be approved and revisited if it changes.  

By doing as much of the work in house will keep budget costs down. 

One thing that might become a factor is if the County mandates that two systems be put in 

parallel to get the treatment that they want to see.  Construction will all be done in house and so 

the costs are mainly materials.    Right now there is a functional bathroom at Wades, however, 

to make it optimal and reduce nitrogen levels it would be beneficial to get this operational as 

soon as possible.    

 

It was moved to approve the Wades Beach application based on the papers submitted for the 

full amount of $20,800. We reviewed and are prepared to forward to the Town. 

Approved, seconded and passed.. 

 

PESTICIDE CONCERNS 

Chairman Mark Mobius shared a letter from a resident who forwarded a card from a company 

taking care of her neighbor’s property listing the toxic chemicals they are applying to the yard.  

Pesticide companies are required to do neighbor notification when applying these chemicals.  It 

lists the chemicals but not quantities.  Her concern is to how these pesticides affect our water.  

She inquired as to if the WQI has done any research on this.   

Chairman Mobius recommends that it is something that should be looked into and will hand to 

the WAC.   

 

TOWN BOARD UPDATE FROM AMBER BRACH-WILLIAMS 

The Town Board is in favor of rolling over the funds from 2017 to 2018.  The only thing being 

discussed is whether or not to make it automatic or review each year.  Vote  was 2-2 with 1 

being undecided.  Monies will not be taken out of the CPF account into a separate WQI, it will 

just be tracked separately.  The CPF revenues for 2017 was $410,550.  7 systems rebates were 

approved totalling $105,000 leaving $305,550 is fund to roll over to 2018.  The March 2, 2018 

Town Board meeting will make a resolution to do that roll-over. 

So far WQI has received 20% of the gross revenues from 2016 as the basis for 2017.  Last year 

is was $410,000 for the entire year, just $302,000 for 11 months.  There wasn’t as much CPF 

monies that came in.  If December 2017 was the same as December 2016, that would add 

another $39,000 but that is still lower than the year before.  We don’t know if the $39,000 will 

materialize.  You are starting this year with the carryover and the CPF fun of $607,000.  6 more 

rebates have come in so $90,000 is encumbered to the septic rebate program.  Taking out 

$30,000 for monitoring water baseline test.  That is $120,000. That leaves $487,000 going 

forward and now we need to add the Wades Beach expenses.  These monies need to be 



 

tracked by the town on a monthly basis. WQI needs to decide if they want to focus on septics or 

leave from monies for other projects. 

 

The mandate on required septic on new construction, greater than 50% renovation and upon 

transfer.  The Board is breaking it down into stages:  get new construction passed, then look at 

renovations, then transfers.  We still have to look at variances and exceptions and how to 

calculate 50%.  John Cronin suggests that the NYS Building Code be looked at to define. 

Substantial projects are those that exceed 50% of the market value of the building.  The 

expectation would be then that the rest of the building would have to comply with the NYS 

Building Code.  Shelter Island needs to decide whether or not they want to make it applicable 

regarding the septic systems 

Peder Larsen suggests to avoid disputes over percentages, mandate that if the Health Dept. 

approval is necessary that it much go to an IA system.   

Suffolk County does not presently require anyone to upgrade to an IA system. In order for 

Health Dept. to stipulate, they would have to get County Legislature to approve it. 

 

Lori discussed agenda for meeting with County Health Dept. at end of month.  Suggests taking 

guidance from how they are coordinating with other towns. 

 

Moving forward with the Wades Beach proposal to Board someone will need to work with Clerk.   

Ed will do a review sheet, Ed will send to Mark who will prepare letter and Jane will prep, mail 

and email to Jay. 

 

Move to adjourn 7:50 (Mobius, Shillingburg) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


